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Osaulchyk Olga, Dovhan Larysa
INNOVATIVE POTENTIAL OF E-LEARNING AS A BASIS OF DISTANCE EDUCATION

Annotation

The article considers the key positions of distance education, the basis of which is e-learning. The prospects and
effectiveness of this form of education in current conditions are determined. A parallel is made with the possibilities
of its application as a platform for students’ independent work. Special attention is paid to the rapid development
and increased demand for distance education based on e-learning. The last predetermines constant monitoring of
the quality and content of this educational form. One of the promising areas in development of distance education in
the form of e-learning is its development at the level of each educational institution (in particular, in the Moodle
system). According to the results of our study, the latter should combine both the use of general best practices in this
issue, and the development of their own methodology with the exchange of effective methods of e-learning between
the educational institutions in the future. In our study, we have focused on the advantages and disadvantages of
distance e-learning. In this context, a number of significant advantages of distance education based on e-learning
have been identified including the accessibility, minimum resources needed, reflection of innovative educational
challenges, ensuring productive independent work of students, compliance with the different age groups, compliance
with their abilities and needs, variability of e-learning forms and types, flexible schedule and individual approach of
the educational process, the possibility of improving teachers’ professional skills, interesting on-line forms of
control. It is established that the main shortcoming of distance education include low feedback, lack of face-to-face
interaction, need for high self-motivation, etc.
Key words: distance education, e-learning, independent work of students, benefits and shortcomings of distance
learning.

Ocayabunk Oabra, losrans Jlapuca

IHHOBAIIMHI MOKJIMBOCTI EJIEKTPOHHOI'O HABUAHHSA
SIK OCHOBH JJUCTAHIIMHOI OCBITH

Anomauin

Y emammi poszensnymo karouosi nozuyii oucmawnyivinoi oceimu, 6azor 01a AKOI € eleKmpoHHe HABUAHHAL.
Busnaueno nepcnexmusnicme i pesynomamusHicmes makoi gopmu ocgimu 6 ymoeax cvoz2oldeHHs. IIposedero
napanenv i3 MONCIUBOCHAMU 1T 3ACMOCY8ANHSL 8 AKOCMI NAAM@opmu Ok camocmiinoi pobomu cmyoenmis.
AKYyeHmoaHo ysazy Ha WBUOKUX MeMNAx pO3GUMKY i Ni0guweHoMy RORUmMI Ha OUCMAHYIUHY oceimy Ha 0a3i
€IeKMPOHHO20 HABYAHHA, WO 3YMOBIIOE  HEOOXIOHICMb NOCMIUHO20 MOHIMOPUHZY AKOCMI mMa 3MiCMO08020
HanosHenusi maxoi gopmu oceimu. OOHUM I3 NEPCNEKMUBHUX HANPIAMIE PO3GUMKY OUCMAHYIUHOL eleKmMpPOHHOT
ocsimu  GU3HAYEHO T PO3GUMOK HA PIGHI KOJICHO2O0 HABYANLHO2O 3aKiady (30kpema, 6 cucmemi Moodle). 3a
PE3YIbMAmMamt. Hauo20 OOCHIONCEHHsl, OCMAHHE MAE NOEOHYBAMU 5K BUKOPUCHMAHHI 3042AbHOZ0 Neped08020
00CBI0y 8 03HAUEHOMY NUMAHHI, MAK I CINBOPEHHSL 8IACHO20 3 NOOATLUUM OOMIHOM eheKmUGHUMU MemOoOUKamu
MIDIC HABUATLHUMU 3aKIa0aMu. B medcax nawioeo 0ocniodcennss Hamu 0yi0 30cepeddiceno yeazy Ha nepesazax ma
MOJCTUBUX HEOOMIKAX OUCMAHYIUHO-e1eKMPOHHOI hopmu nasyanus. B o3nauenomy konmexcmi 6y10 8U3HAYEHO P50
cymmesux nepesaz OucmaHyiunoi opmu oceimu Ha 6a3i eneKmpOHHO20 HABYAHHA: OOCHYNHICMb WUPOKUM
6epcmeam HaceleHHs, MIHIMAlbHe pecypcHe 3abe3neueHHsi, GIONOBIOHICMb I[HHOBAYIUHUM BUKIUKAM OCGIMuU,
3a6e3nevents NPOOYKMUBHOI caMOCMIUHOI pobomu cmyoeHmis, GIONOGIOHICMb DI3HUM GIKOBUM KAMe2opiiM,
8IONOGIOHICHb 61ACHUM 30i0HOCMAM T nompebam, OOCMYnHICMb 00 Pi3HUX POpM i 6UOI8 eNeKMPOHHO20 HABUANHS,
eHyuKul epagix ma iHOUsioyanizayis HAGUATLHO20 NPOYeCy, MOJICIUGICMb Ni0suueHHs: Keanigikayii camozo
BUKIIAOAYA, YIKABI POPMU KOHMPONIO 3ACB0EHUX 3HAHb. Bcmanosneno, wo 0CHOBHUMU HeQOAIKAMU OUCAHYIUHOT
0C8imu € HU3LKULL PI6EHb 360POMHO20 36'513KY, IOCYMHICIMb NPAMOL 63a€MO0il, nompeba y 8UCOKIU CAMOMOMUBAYLT
mouwyo.
Knrwuosi cnosa: oucmanyivina oceima, eiekmpOoHHE HAGUAHHS, CAMOCMIUHA poboma cmydeHmis, nepesacu i
HEOONIKU OUCMANHYIUHO20 HABUAHHS.

1. Introduction

In today's world, the pace of life is becoming faster, information flows are increasing, which requires a
restructuring of life priorities. One of the priorities is education. Distance education, including e-learning, can help
solve the problem of getting an education at the right time without job leaving. With the development of information
technologies, distance education gradually starts to be identified as e-learning. Today, the problem of poor Internet
connection remains unresolved only in some rural areas, and it is only a matter of time. In addition to the above
mentioned, the possibilities of the mobile Internet are also rapidly developing. The expansion of Internet
communication forms new space to meet the main needs of the consumer, one of which is the need in information
for educational purposes. Thus, distance education begins to compete with traditional forms of learning (full-time
and part-time).

The government of Ukraine is trying to meet the demand for the introduction of digital technologies in
education, therefore a number of laws and regulatory documents have been adopted, e.g. the Law “On the National
Program of Informatization”, “Innovative Educational Activity”, the Decree of the President of Ukraine “On the
Measures for the Development of Components of the Global Internet Information Network and Access to this
Network in Ukraine”, etc. According to N. M. Harlyliuk, the use of distance learning through the computer network
of the Internet contributes to the provision of access to the information necessary for the professional self-realization
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of future specialists, and electronic media facilitate communication with the aim of exchanging professional
experience, implementing the cognitive and creative potential of the individual [2, p. 50].

One of the current trends is a mixed form of education, where more and more time is given to independent work
of students. Increasing the amount of independent work of students we transform it anyway into distance education.
On the other hand, the development of e-learning opportunities provides special conditions for distance education
development. Thus, the aim of our study is to consider the advantages and disadvantages of e-learning within the
system of students' distance education.

Today more and more scientists are researching distance education, including A. Andreev, A. Veremchuk,
I. Herasymenko. M. Karpenko, N. Sirotenko, P. Stefanenko, Y. Tryus, V. Franchuk, M. Cornelia, N. Hara,
G. Kearsley, M. Moore, M. M. S. Oliveira, A. S. T. Penedo and others. The works of N. Havriliuk, N. Hrytsak, O.
Karelina, and M. Umryk are devoted to the study of distance learning problems in higher education.

2. Research materials

The rapid development of e-learning, expanding the scope of its application requires constant monitoring of the
quality of distance education based on e-learning. The popularity of distance learning based on Internet technologies
(e-learning), especially in the system of higher and additional professional education, is growing every year. This is
due to the saving of resources and time, the opportunity to receive education and having a job, expanding the scope
of additional, including postgraduate education, when the motivation of students is formed as specific knowledge
and competencies [3].

Today every educational institution has its own platform for students’ e-learning. One of such platforms is
‘Moodle’. The Moodle distance learning platform, conceived by Australian Martin Dougiamas, provides for the
organization of distance learning on the Internet. MOODLE (from Modular Object Oriented Dynamic Learning
Environment) is used by more than 100 countries around the world by academies, universities, colleges and schools.
The main task of the system is to expand teaching opportunities, master the educational material remotely,
independently create training courses in various areas, perform the task by students and send it for the teacher’s
review, send messages, introduce an electronic journal of grades and attendance, etc. The central principles of
operation of this software product can be formulated with the following characteristics: reusability; adaptability
(ability to supplement the platform with other information technologies); availability (ability to work with the
platform from different places). [6, p. 18] The point is that every educational institution develops its e-learning
system, adds necessary electronic methodological materials and try their effectiveness out. To our mind in order to
improve the whole system of university distance e-learning system there should be constant exchange of the
experience in this sphere between universities.

In the context of the inseparability of distance education with e-learning A. Veremchuk defines distance learning
as a form of learning that uses computer and telecommunication technologies thus providing interaction between
teachers and students at different stages of learning and independent work with materials and information
[7, p. 320].

According to the rapid development of distance education based on e-learning, we consider it necessary to focus
on the advantages and disadvantages of this form of education.

The advantages of distance education primarily include accessibility to the general public, in particular such
education can be used by anyone without any preconditions. The only essential condition is the availability of
Internet connection, but today everyone has the Internet for home or personal use, so we can talk about the
minimum resource provision as another advantage of distance learning online.

Distance education on the basis of e-learning encourages students to seek, accumulate scientific knowledge, to
find proper ways in the modern information society. From this position we can talk about productive independent
students’ work in this format.

Increased attention to the independent work of students as a precondition for lifelong education encourages
teachers to replenish and improve the content of distance education and support it with appropriate electronic
methodology. Therefore, we can talk about modern innovative challenges of education as another advantage of
distance education based on e-learning.

As you know, demand makes supply, and demand for distance education is constantly growing. Moreover, the
demand for quality education arises in different segments of the population and different age groups. Today,
distance education based on e-learning can fully meet the needs of different age groups. The latter becomes possible
due to the active introduction of different methods and such methods are aimed at different age audiences. They also
vary according to the needs and abilities of the consumer. The variety of types and forms of e-learning (on-line
video lectures, virtual classrooms, online tests, etc.) forms necessary information support for students today, with
opportunities for constant self-development and self-improvement.

The indisputable advantages of such distance learning are a flexible schedule and individualization of the
educational process. It is distance education online that allows you to create your own learning schedule at a
convenient time and adjust to your own pace and abilities. In addition, e-learning distance learning is becoming a
platform for teachers to improve their skills in today's environment, which is also extremely important. Attention
should also be paid to the possible forms of remote control of acquired knowledge, skills and abilities, for example,
in the form of online tests.

Summarizing the above mentioned, the advantages of distance education based on e-learning include:

- accessibility;

- minimum resources needed;

- productive independent work of students;

40



Scientific Letters of Academic Society of Michal Baludansky. Volume 8, No. 4/2020

- representation of innovative educational challenges;

- compliance with different age categories;

- compliance with personal abilities and needs;

- access to various forms and types of e-learning;

- flexible schedule of the educational process;

- individualization of the educational process;

- possibility of improving the teacher’s skills;

- interesting forms of control of the acquired knowledge.

However, there are some shortcomings related to implementation of distance learning. Thus, according to
Oliveira, M. M. S., Penedo, A. S. T. and Pereira, V. S., although distance learning has proved to be very
advantageous, it also has some biases contrary to learning. The first one is the need for the discipline, since
excessive flexibility can also represent a disadvantage to students who do not have enough discipline to be able to
meet the required activities without the presence of a teacher to guide and supervise. The second one is that it does
not let the teacher take questions at the very moment they arise: in regular classes, students can have the opportunity
to ask questions in the very moment they arise, while in distance courses that does not happen so easily, causing the
student to save his questions for some future time meeting or another contact with tutors and teachers [4, p. 148].

For some students who give preference to distance learning, its flexibility may seem to be one of the main
benefits. Nevertheless, distance learning provided by the Universities often requires logging in according to the
schedule to view the lecture or attend the practical class. Students who work or have some other responsibilities may
find it not comfortable. On the other hand, the necessity to organize individual schedule for learning requires good
skills of time management and self-motivation of the students.

One of the really negative points about distance learning is the lack of face-to-face communication, interaction,
exchange of ideas and thoughts and socialization, although the internet resources like Skype or Zoom let the
students actively interact with each other.

Due to their application, students can speak with native speakers of language and compare their pronunciation
with a native speaker. Speaking skills can be developed by using this application. Also students and teachers do not
have to pay for this; they just pay for internet access [5, p. 442].

Some other disadvantages of distance learning are as follows [1]:

1. Online colleges do not provide quick feedback from the teacher that can be received in a regular classroom,

and the students have to wait to be assessed by the teacher.

2. Distance education cannot offer all courses on the web and students of some specialties may find it difficult
to study online. This is understandable because not all educational programs are suited for online education,
for instance, you cannot study medical courses through distance education.

3. When online distance education started to be implemented in the educational process, many employers were
not ready to acknowledge the degrees acquired online, however, nowadays many colleges and universities
offer online courses and employers are more willing to acknowledge and recognize this form of education.

3. Conclusions

In current economic and socio-cultural conditions, distance learning is becoming one of the effective educational
techniques and a growing number of students give their preference to on-line training due to its numerous benefits.
At the same time, effective implementation of on-line distance courses by higher institutions that are trying to meet
the demand for distance learning should be fulfilled only based on the advanced experience and after thorough
consideration of its benefits and shortcoming as well as the specifics of a particular course.
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