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УДК 81’1 
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OCCASIONALISMS, NEOLOGISMS, AND POTENTIAL WORDS: 

DIFFERENTIATION OF NEOLOGY NOTIONS 

Language is constantly developing its internal and external resources, adapting 

to ever changing circumstances of social, cultural, political and scientific life, 

generating new forms, improving its expressive means and devices through their 

structural complication or simplification [9]. Language is one of those spheres of 
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human activity that are the first to bring reaction to social and other kinds of changes 

in human life and activities [5].  

Nowadays, scholars use various terms to refer to these lexical units. In this 

context, the A. Turchak publication analyzing researches dedicated to the problems 

of occasionalisms is worth mentioning. The author notes that scientists allocate more 

than 30 terms for the designation of these lexical units (for example, occasional 

word, disposable neologism, author’s neologism, coinage, and others) [8]. According 

to D. Crystal, the general term for a newly-created lexeme is a coinage; but in 

technical usage a distinction can be drawn between occasionalisms and neologisms 

[1, p. 132]. 

We should mention that scholars’ opinions regarding the delineation of the 

terms “neologism” and “occasionalism” are ambiguous. Neologisms are regarded as 

new lexical units, which denote a new, previously unknown, non-existent concept, 

subject, branch of science, occupation, etc. [4, p. 138]. L. Diadechko suggests the 

following criteria for differentiating: lexicographic (occasionalisms belong to speech, 

not the language, they are not recorded in dictionaries and used irregularly), word-

formation (the emergence of occasionalisms is often accompanied by language 

deviation), expressive-stylistic (occasionalisms have a high degree of expressiveness 

adding to emotionality of the text) [2]. 

However, linguists also single out term “potential words” for the designation of 

new lexical units. According to K. Nykytchenko, neologisms, occasionalisms, and 

potential words are traditionally differentiated as follows: “neologisms are new 

words in the language, potential words are words that are created (but not yet fixed 

by the tradition of word usage) or can be modeled via productive rules and 

occasionalisms are words the formation of which is affected by violation of certain 

word-formation laws” [6, p. 182]. Some scientists raised the question of expediency 

and necessity of this notion. Zh. Koloiz denies the need to highlight potential words 

among coinages. The linguist maintains that the combination of components potential 

and word is devoid of any logical sense. Any new speech formation is not potential 

but a real word that denotes a certain concept and has its material form of expression 
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which establishes specific semantics [3]. O. Rebriy has got a similar point of view 

supported by the structural, functional and semantic analysis [2]. That’s why there is 

no need to differentiate the potential words among speech coinages.  

Let us consider the features distinguishing occasionalisms from neologisms. 

Thus, occasional words are created directly for special situation. However, the most 

wide-spread occasionalisms can be quoted. Secondly, the novelty of neologisms 

disappears in some time and extraordinary and unfamiliar perception of occasional 

elements is their distinctive feature. The occasional words emergence in language is 

always unpredictable. The occasional elements are very expressive because of 

unaccustomed perception and because of special concentration of content [2]. 

We can conclude that neologisms are understood as some stable innovative 

elements, which entered into communication of some group of people; 

occasionalisms are words or their meanings used once in any text or process of 

communication. 
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