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GAMIFICATION IN TEACHING ENGLISH
FOR ACADEMIC PURPOSES

Tymoshchuk N. M.
Candidate of Philological Sciences, Associate Professor,
Associate Professor at the Department
of Foreign Philology and Translation,
Vinnytsia Institute of Trade and Economics
of State University of Trade and Economics
Vinnytsia, Ukraine

Scholars note that the higher education system in Ukraine
is currently undergoing a constructive transformation, as its tradi-
tional model no longer fully meets contemporary societal demands
[2, p. 476]. Researchers argue that integrating innovative pedagogical
technologies and approaches into English language learning offers
numerous advantages. Their adoption enhances students’ foreign
language competence, creates favorable conditions for the deve-
lopment of listening and reading skills, strengthens learners’ moti-
vation, fosters their personal growth, and shifts the educational
process toward a more student-centered paradigm [3; 5; 6; 7; 8].

English for Academic Purposes (EAP) has become popular
among non-English majors at universities worldwide. EAP is a langu-
age explicitly designed to meet the needs of students enrolled
in higher education programs where English is the primary language.
Bell emphasizes the importance of effective teaching methods
in English for academic purposes [1].

Gamification is considered to be an effective teaching method.
Numerous studies highlight the value of educational games
in enhancing learning, as they actively engage students in critical
thinking, content revision, and problem-solving. Educators
increasingly incorporate digital games as a modern form of game-
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based learning to create purposeful and enjoyable learning
experiences. Advances in technology have significantly facilitated the
integration of such game-based activities into classroom practice.
Gamification involves spreading games to various areas, allowing
them to be considered a teaching method, a form of educational work,
and a means of organizing a holistic educational process [4].

The wide range of gamification techniques demonstrates its
potential to create learning tasks and activities that encourage
students to achieve specific goals and progress in their studies.
They also enable the creation of educational environments where
students can safely experiment and learn from their mistakes, helping
them develop both hard and soft skills.

In the context of EAP, gamification can effectively develop
students’ academic literacy and communicative competence. Game-
based activities may include vocabulary exercises, interactive
quizzes, simulations of conference presentations, peer-review
competitions, and quest-based exercises for mastering citation and
referencing styles. These activities transform the traditionally
demanding components of EAP, such as academic writing,
argumentation, paraphrasing, and summarizing, into engaging, goal-
oriented exercises. Through point systems, badges, leaderboards,
and progress tracking, students receive immediate feedback and clear
indicators of achievement, enhancing their motivation and autonomy.
Furthermore, gamified EAP tasks can model authentic academic
situations, such as responding to reviewers’ comments or defending
research findings. This prepares learners for honest scholarly
communication.

Thus, gamification increases engagement and supports the deve-
lopment of academic discourse competence, which is essential
for success in higher education. By integrating game elements into
EAP instruction, educators can create a dynamic, student-centered
learning environment that enhances motivation and academic
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performance. Therefore, gamification may be regarded as a promising
pedagogical approach that effectively aligns innovative teaching
practices with the evolving demands of contemporary higher
education.
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Kyiv, Ukraine

The process of philologists-translators’ training in Ukraine
is a strategically important component of humanitarian education,
as it ensures international communication, diplomatic contacts,
economic cooperation and cultural exchange. In the context
of Ukraine's European integration course [2], globalization, digital
transformation and martial law, translation education is becoming
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